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An Industry - led Collaborative Mechanism 
for Development of Legal Translators and Interpreters: Case of 
Tianjin

Â My presentation today covers the following:

- Overview of Tianjin 

- Legal translation and interpreting (LTI) in 

China: overview

- LTI in Tianjin: opportunities & challenges 

- Development strategies for LTI human 

resources 



Overview of Tianjin (1)



Overview of Tianjin (2)

Â 28 minute inter -city express to Beijing

http://imgsrc.baidu.com/baike/pic/item/f7657560f7cdbe5beaf8f83b.jpg
http://imgsrc.baidu.com/baike/pic/item/c8ab0bcee24ba526b600c89d.jpg
http://imgsrc.baidu.com/baike/pic/item/0e655ca71242c1bcd14358bf.jpg


Overview of Tianjin (3)

Â Nankai University, mother school of ex-premier ZHOU 
Enlai;

Â Tianjin, hometown of WEN Jiabao, our premier

http://imgsrc.baidu.com/baike/pic/item/3a86813d7254f213baa167b8.jpg
http://news.xinhuanet.com/photo/2007-10/22/content_6925453.htm


Overview of Tianjin (4)



Overview of Tianjin (5)

Â Tianjin University, a.k.s Beiyang University (1895), the first 

university in Chinese history of modern education Dynasty.

http://www.tju.edu.cn/
http://imgsrc.baidu.com/baike/pic/item/fcbbb151cd768aaf8d54306d.jpg


Overview of Tianjin (6)



Overview of Tianjin (6)

One of 4 municipalities under jurisdiction of the central government



Overview of Tianjin (7)

http://www.bh.gov.cn/bhxw/system/2008/01/07/010000052.shtml


Strengths of Binhai New Area

Â Up to 2008, 130 Top world 500 have their operations in 
Tianjin;

Â CNY1.500 trillion investment to be completed by 2010. 

Comparison of GDP per capita (USD)
Â

Year 2006 2007 2008

China 1970 2460 3313

Tianjin 5177 6022 6065



Positioning of Tianjin 

To be developed into:

Â An international port city

Â An economic center in North China

Â An eco city

Â A famous cultural city



Positioning of Binhai New Area

Â Binhai New Area, as 3rd economic growth 

pole in China, 3 times as large as Pudong 

Development Area, opening Gateway in 

North China, a high-level modern 

manufacturing and R&D transformation base, 

north international shipping center and 

international logistic center, to be developed 

into a prosperous, harmonious and 

environmentally friendly eco-city



LTI in China: Overview 

LTI objects: LTI sources & resources

In public sectors:

Legislative: laws by NPC Legislative Affairs 

Committee, provisions and detailed 

implementation rules at provincial and 

district/county levels, laws and provisions at 

NPC and provincial levels to be more likely 

translated into other languages 



LTI in China: Overview

Â Legal interpreting required in investigation 

into foreign criminal suspects, trial of foreign 

criminals, hearing of foreign-related cases in 

litigation and arbitration, in legal aids, 

notarization and legal conferences.



LTI in China: Overview

Executive:

Regulations and measures by the Legislative Affairs 

Office of the State Council and provincial, 

district/county and internal government departments, 

regulations and measures by the Legislative Affairs 

Office of the State Council and provinces to be more 

likely  translated, distributed and uploaded

Demand by legislative planners and implementers to 

refer to foreign legislations to be translated into 

Chinese. 



LTI in China: Overview 

Judiciary:

Chinese legal instruments of courts of law, arbitration 

courts, procuratorates, police, public notary to be 

translated by themselves or outsourcing into foreign 

languages and foreign into Chinese as deemed 

necessary

Contents of official websites and legal database to  

be translated by themselves or outsourcing multi-

lingually



LTI in China: Overview 

In private sectors:

C-F and F-C translation of legal essays, legal 
books and journals  

C-F and F-C translation of legal instruments 
by clients

Interpreting on legal consulting, investment, 
cooperation, trade, exhibition, conference, 
lectures, and other academic and business 
scenarios.



LTI in China: Overview

Â C-F and F-C translation of websites, software 

and documents of legal publishers, law firms, 

other law practitioners, chamber of 

commerce, industrial associations, 

businesses and individuals soliciting or 

render legal services



LTI in China: Overview 

Â LTI subjects: LTI practitioners, managers and the like 

Translation associations: 

National levels: 

TAC (Translators Association of China), FIT member 

STTACAS (Science and Technology Translators 
Association, China Academy of Sciences), FIT 
member 

Provincial and city levels 46 (incomplete statistics)

No professional association is found to be specially engaged in LTI



LTI in China: Overview  

LSP: TSP + localization & globalization service 
providers: approx. 3000 as reported, inclusive 
of 126 TAC members (incomplete) 

Legal publishers: 

China Legal Publishing House, under the 
legislative Affairs Office of the State Council 

Law Press, under Ministry of Justice

Â TAC members: 8 Journals and 4 publishers


